
What Happened
Last Year

What Is Planned
This Year The DY1 Venue

Meet The
Presenters

Meet The
Community
Reporters

Elephan t  
I N  T H E  R O O M

E V E N T
2 0 2 4

Reasonable
Adjustments

The Purpose Of
The Event

What to Expect on
The Day



HOME

It was a great day with lots of listening, sharing
and finding solutions for Autistic citizens. There
was an open Autism Partnership Board meeting
after the event where the next years priorities were
discussed. 

Elephant in the Room - An Honest
Conversation 2023

Elephant in the room 2023
was an event hosted by
DVC with the Dudley
Autism Partnership Board.
Lots of ideas were
recorded. 

2023 was a Great
Event!

Autistic
Voices

Priorities for the Next Year Were
Agreed for the Board The event was

centred around
stories from autistic

citizens, around
diagnosis, education
and living your life. 



The Purpose of this Years Event
Dudley Voices for Choice and the council’s Dudley

Disability Service have teamed up to host this years
event

 
Autistic people, their parents, carers and people who

provide support are invited to attend the event 
 

We will hear a bit about what at last years event and
what has changed in the community for Autistic

people. 
 

Again, this year, the event centres on the lived
experiences of autistic people.  We will use these

stories to help redesign the Autism Strategy in Dudley
to help improve lives for Autistic citizens.

HOME

Read the current Autism Strategy
here 

Learn about the Autism Partnership
Board here 

https://dudleyci.co.uk/storage/legacy/3565/dudley-autism-strategy-2019-2025-v2.pdf
https://dudleyci.co.uk/storage/legacy/3565/dudley-autism-strategy-2019-2025-v2.pdf
https://dudleyautismpartnershipboard.co.uk/


BREAK

BREAK
What next for the Board? with Matty and Kelly

BEFORE THE
EVENT

AT THE EVENT 

Aidan and Tom with their Stories
What needs to be in the Strategy? 

Closing Remarks with Emma

Refreshments and Network
ICE BREAKER with Matty
Welcome and housekeeping with Vince and Matty
You Said....We Did with Emma, Tim and Callum
What has changed for you? with Matty and Kelly
Joe and XXXXX with their Stories

12:00 PM

12:30 PM

12:35 AM

12:45 PM

1:15 PM

1:35 PM

2:15 PM

2:30PM

3:10PM

3:30PM

3:45PM

4:10PM

ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM EVENT
PLAN FOR THE DAY
12TH SEPTEMBER 2024

Cameron and Lucy will be
Community Reporting
through the day
Speak to Dudley Voices
Staff if you need any
support

 

Let us know if you
need any reasonable
adjustment to attend
here
Click here if you
would like to know
more information
about the speakers. 

HOME



DY1 Venue
Stafford Street, Dudley DY1 1RT.

OUTSIDE VIEWHOW TO GET HERE
HOME

https://www.google.co.uk/local/place/fid/0x487090ab93100001:0xf00d232d1e356afd/photosphere?iu=https://streetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com/v1/thumbnail?panoid%3DdYCHGqjbrqYdEPwgENA8hQ%26cb_client%3Dlu.gallery.gps%26w%3D160%26h%3D106%26yaw%3D281.735%26pitch%3D0%26thumbfov%3D100&ik=CAISFmRZQ0hHcWpicnFZZEVQd2dFTkE4aFE%3D
https://maps.app.goo.gl/X6L9opB6kPxbdK6s8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/X6L9opB6kPxbdK6s8


What to Expect On
The Day
Drinks will be provided, but there is a
café in the building open until 2:30pm

if you wanted something more.

The event will be in the large main
hall that you can see straight ahead
when you walk into the building past

the cafe. 

There are toilets off the main hallway.

We have office space that can be
used as a quiet space if needed, but
please ask a member of the Dudley

Voices Team for help. They will have T
Shirts with this logo on.
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The agenda shows the plan for the

day but it can change.

Through the day there will be pictures
and videos being taken. You will be

asked on the day if you want to be in
these images. The images might be
shared on Dudley Voices website,

partners websites and organisations
social media. 

There will be staff from Dudley Voices
for Choice around to support the event

that can help with any queries. 



HOMEMEET THE PRESENTERS

TBC
Vince

 Hi my name is Emma Matthews and I am the
Head of Dudley Disability Service that sits within

Adult Social Care in Dudley MBC. I am also a
member of the Dudley Autism Partnership Board. I

am one of the presenters for this event and look
forward to seeing everyone on the day.

Emma

TBC
Tim



HOMEMEET THE PRESENTERS

TBC
Callum

TBC
TBC

TBC
TBC



HOMEMEET THE PRESENTERS

Aidan
I’m Aidan, a 22 year old autistic person
who also had ADHD and EUPD. I enjoy
learning and am going to university to
study chemistry and maths. A fun fact

about me is I have 2 rabbits named
Ernest and Wilfred

TBC
Tom



HOMEMEET THE FACILITATORS

Hi i am Matty and work for Dudley
Voices for Choice and am the co chair
for the Learning Disability and Austim

Board in the Black country. I Like to
travel and eat. 

Matty
Kelly

Hi My name is Kelly and I work for
Dudley Voices for Choice. I will be

facilitating some of the event. I have
3 children that keep me busy and I

love rainbows!



REASONABLE ADJUSTMENTS
REQUEST

Reasonable
Adjustments

We want you to enjoy the event as much as
possible so if you have a reasonable
adjustment  that would help then let us know
by filling out the short form below or email
KellysladeDVC@gmail.com by September the
9th

ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM

HOME

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1TuWsuPjGZ5G1yyTXv_pZP3APqu_kAmVEFa63n1OtPpI/prefill
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1TuWsuPjGZ5G1yyTXv_pZP3APqu_kAmVEFa63n1OtPpI/prefill


LEARN MORE

The
Community
Reporters 

Cameron and Lucy will be around asking you
if you would like to share your thoughts.
ideas and experiences of being autistic in
Dudley. 

ELEPHANT IN THE
ROOM

CAPTURING LIVED EXPERIENCES
AND HIDDEN VOICES

HOME



Meet the Community Reporters HOME

Hi I am Cameron. I work for
Dudley Voices and today I
will be a community reporter.
I like anime.

Cameron

Hi My name is Lucy, I work at
Dudley Voices For Choice as a
community worker and today I
will be community reporting. I like
going to the theatre. 

Lucy

Community reporting is when members of a
community play an active role in gathering,
recording or sharing their lived experiences.

We gather these stories and share with
decision makers in order to make REAL

change. 

Stories might be videos, audio recording or
pictures. It’s your choice!!! It can be

confidential.

You will always know how your story is
being used and where it might be shared. 

You can change your mind about sharing
your story at any time. 

Today We want to hear about your
experiences!


